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Publication of the Haebaru Town Guidebook
Masayuki Akamine, Mayor of Haebaru Town

At the east of Naha City, the capital of Okinawa Prefecture, Haebaru Town is located
virtually at the center of the southern region of Okinawa Main Island. Thanks to the
development of the Naha Airport Expressway and other arterial roads, as well as the
Tsukayama North Land Readjustment Project, the town has been developed into a
convenient place to live. In April 2020, the population reached 40,000 and the average
age of the residents is 39, indicating its popularity with the younger generations.

Some specialties of Haebaru Town are Ryukyu Kasuri textiles, loofah, strelitzia, and
starfruits. Additionally, the town has many traditional performing arts and cultural
assets; the traditional culture of the region is still being handed down to this day.

We hope that this issue of the Haebaru Town Guidebook will catch the attention of
many people and deepen their interest, understanding, and cooperation in the devel-
opment of Haebaru Town.
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enabling one to at best meticulously weave approximately 2 meters of fabric per day.

Characteristics and techniques of Ryukyu Kasuri
y ray ) The major characteristic of Ryukyu Kasuri is the approximately 600 types of multi-colored patterns. Geomet-
' ric pattern designs reflecting fresh and cool feelings have been transmitted since the Ryukyu Royal Adminis-
| ' tration period according to a "Miezu-cho" - a design book, artisans incorporating contemporary senses to
e ' S A create originals fabrics.
] ) - With those designs as backbone, before dyeing the whole threads, each design partis hand tied
/ iy \ one-by-one at calculated intervals on threads that are little by little tied up in bundles. This method requires a
ey iy | great deal of time, yet allows for the creation of unique Kasuri designs.
i / The fabric, woven by throwing weft threads in between warp threads, is made by utilizing an old technique,
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History of Ryukyu Kasuri
W HY
Iﬁﬁﬁb ?00)@% Originatinginfar-away Indiaandspreading throughout
BLAYVRICHERFE U KR 7Y 7 &I LA > T8t BRER T Southeast Asia, kasuri (ikat) entered what is now Okinawa from
. . . . . the 14th to the 15th century, when the islands were ruled by the
DRI BRHRDIGIT TS T MHBIC A Tz DM 14~ 15142 Ryukyu Kingdom and enjoyed a thriving trade. There gradually

NP = - T YL S 55 |+ e P s developed a distinctive style of kasuri production in all parts of
Bo TN LUk, HIE - HASC I 7Y 7 DR B2 B D50 I Okinawa that, while exhibiting Chinese, Japanese, and Southeast

EROSGUR T IS E o M E O A ST O SN FOHt Asian influences, was adapted to the unique Ryukyu climate and

WM A FRERD

S 3 : = ) NN . N o culture. This Ryukyu kasuri crossed the seas and formed the roots ' R e 3 ELT AT HEZDUEEB>TVET BT
7?\‘ g7 LA | BEPFHE, VBRI K IRBRERE O TR EHARD of Satsuma, Kurume, Yonezawa Ryukyu, lyo, and other types of AN e ' RS D T —F — D E?ﬁ?%;ﬁ%b@%%ﬁ%g
o)L —yEixbE Lz, Japanese kasuri. \ = BTEHTEZO T HFENTEMIE TR

The town of Haebaru has beenrenowned as a major site of X | e —— DD BB R & DTEBIBIED ANy T

BRER L PR SREI O & U CHIB N T/ R 1, 72 R X kasuri production since the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom. Thanks

i i i i FAH 157
FEE R . N s n - to the constant introduction and refinement of technical know-how ! ‘ FAELRET P A5
BEAPEA - A REBNTB OB % H A LB ER, BHETIE as well as the unflagging efforts of craftspersons over the genera- | a» ! ; 2EERERIP9: 00~ 17 : 00 (FIEE 17 : 30)

rflﬁﬂgb\j DJ@ii&/m‘fﬁﬁﬁ}ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ(%ﬂflﬂi—é—o ZnhHhsH tions, almost all Ryukyu kasuri is now produced in Haebaru. As e '_ - ok 1 {REEE D HIE - 18
. . . th dle of Ryukyu k i, the t i itted t tinued ) o B
ETHERDNT DD E |2 LT AN BRI BOIEEMEIFRIC  pradustion of kasur artiolos that willlong b6 aherishod by heir DN, TEL : 098-889-1634

BOTEE T KSEINSH 2 D0HIT TVEXT, owners, by combining the tradition carefully passed on from ' \\_..\‘M.-:.:- o '_ - (N FAX : 098-889-2275

ancestors with esthetics attuned to the times. R
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Tradition and Innovation Drive the People of Haebaru

Majestic traditional performing arts handed down from our ancestors and enjoyable
events bringing together many generations, these and other energetic festivals are held
in Haebaru Town where preserved tradition and innovative power blend in true
harmony.

F R RBTDE [T

18 OHEAX @HEYSYYASE ORURE(LUHIL)MBITFAS

2H OLEXE-AREFOD OHARVEE
38 ezxxz
48 e BT -LnILHE— OARR
5H ezu\oiEhiEst @v=FAK—VAS
68 eTMEHFIHTILERE

FIROMWRE srgryv—,,

7H O 'ELEDFRRIBVWHO VL TREFEEREH L —FTE @UVFF—JFKE Tr—OONSBINSERDKE,
OV EDERIFAFRINAE ORIFEBZEXRODFYIIN—Y

8H emm=EHRER)
OF eHEL#HEEAS OENFFLEELHREAS OERHN OHHES
108 eHETHOH @RHEEEDD

118 ORARBEXILE OMIDERIENEEXRS
OIEZIEZ33SLBER(REF) OBARETFEILRY (RF)

128 exsnH @O5wSEER—EER

M= (FFICTH#E) 8B

|HE6HB25-26HIC&F THRENTONET, 'BER
ROTYIERE  ELTRMCETREZLEZINTERER
(ZEvA) DREDIED. EEVEDNEZLIZDHREZD
IL=ILNEZ-TED. OEDELTRUMBEEHDEE A
AR MEShicTEIciER W ihig Ic B E Ul G s 16
ZRUSNZED S BELZDENE TIRDWET,

WRENTONBE9DODF
BEF@GecT) WEFEG@Gros) BRERGE
B5RE (G BEER (e ERBGRII
WL (&7203) WREE(tzr) WEEEILOHSA)

17



18

rEESBOS—\EH) FE [\AH S8 97 a2

zEwo FHEE . ?E.:. " TE%‘GDKIJ (BER] sroxmEy THEE

ERIRAZERESIE DO THRREV) T EESNEM. 8. IS, BEAATRARDEDBEICEUSNZTMEDZRET. ABIET120RBOREDKE B _CHETECUSNA LS LB TRE oh
IS E DGR ERAZEZRIERICZFHROTOWIS LEERICHEANTVWET, M NABTRARECICBIN T N OSFERTH DM FINAREIC FRER SRR R T HREHZEOBE ==t TeH>TH
DRMEEBN, ZLDFRICBICEREZBECIERVEREVWSHD. EEROERNE D HELED DIEHHNARERELTWIEEAERE,

BEDELTRAMA LTS EZRE T HARORBEREZNSSXTHBHTEETY,

FMRRITREREILDOESE

R RURATO)
= b

{A=8E

Folk Performing Arts in Haebaru Town
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Intangible Folk-Culture Treasures

In Haebaru Town, the lion dance, stick dance and other types of
purifying performing arts (to exorcise evil) along with amusements and
traditional games are enjoyed on the night of August 15th. Many
performing arts, which have been handed down, are being preserved .
and maintained. They are all precious treasures that communicate the —_—
spirit of our ancestors to the present day.
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Haebaru Town Designated Cultural Properties
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Respect for the History of Haebaru Town,
Cultural Properties to Pass on to Future Generations

In Haebaru Town, there are many tangible and intangible cultural
properties, historical sites and natural monuments that are
community treasures of great historical value. We carefully protect
and foster these as we endeavor to create a town with a rich
historical flavor.
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contemplating peace through scheduled exhibi-
tions, music concerts, lectures and other activities

for cultural and peace exchange both inside and outside Okinawa Prefecture.
The permanent exhibition room presents the historical path that Haebaru has taken

¥ i
- (T

REREHLN across four themes: Battle of Okinawa, postwar history, immigration and livelihood. =
mRES{ktEY Y — In the corner focusing on the Battle of Okinawa, a diorama reproduces the Haebaru

RRRINERR 13 Z IS BENERFR 0 5 Army Hospital bunker. Personal effects, which were excavated from caves, are on If ,7_'" ¢ / o e g
GEETE~A D aD BHHAEAD g display. Visitors are able to learn about the experience that people endured, and view [ER—IL) [EvSU—ZDA]
S —— g B scengs of Haebaru.durin.g the Battle of Oki.naV\{a. This corner utilizeq fqr peace stud?es. SER—IL Tl T LAEDEE LT S=OY HRBEXAb Y4 —hANE U 1=t R @ o

~ While collaborating with relevant organizations on planned exhibitions and various B —NREDBFE RSP, Xtz 5 —DRFR i BRCHBICEY 5, EEXE BREZINBE L TWE T ERGED/NRIRERE

other programs, the Haebaru Culture Center has made a broad appeal across Okinawa B ER. BEEOEY ERELE T, WET, RRICHHERTEET,
BRAT DR prefecture, Japan and other countries about the individuality and uniqueness of this (BRTI50ANATRTHE

community.
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Haebaru and the Battle of Okinawa
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Haebaru Turned into a Battlefield

After the US military air strike on October 10, 1944, the 32nd Army Head-
quarters, which had been deployed at Tsukazan at the outset, moved its
key command functions to set up its strategic base in the lower levels of
Shuri Castle. The 32nd Army Headquarters Accounting Division, comprising
supply units for weapons and food, transportation unit and hospital unit
providing treatment for wounded soldiers, was deployed to Kotsukazan.
Also, the Okinawa Army Hospital was moved to Haebaru National School,
which was at Kanegusuku.

On January 29, 1945, the Imperial General Headquarters, which saw the
battle of Okinawa as a stalling strategy in order to buy time to prepare for a
decisive showdown on mainland Japan, deployed tank, firearms infantry,
anti-aircraft, machine-gun and other strategic units to the 32nd Army in cen-
tral-southern Okinawa, which were important regions for its strategic
hold-out strategy.

The Japanese army’s deployment to Haebaru in this way infused the lives
of village residents with a military hue. They were forced to cooperate in
digging trenches, providing food, transporting ammunition, cooking and
other support activities. Haebaru was transformed into a “fortress village”
as schools, community centers and large private houses were comman-
deered for military use and even a military brothel was set up.

At the end of May, the 32nd Army Headquarters at Shuri fell after a
hard-fought battle. Commanding Officer Mitsuru Ushijima and other officers
were forced to withdraw to the south. The Tsukazan Headquarters bunker
was moved to Mabuni. It could be argued that this southern retreat signifi-
cantly affected the fate of Haebaru. As Japanese army front-line units and
evacuating residents converged on Ichinichi bridge, Uhei (Yamakawa)
bridge, Kanegusuku intersection and Teruya intersection, which served as
transit points for evacuation, the US military concentrated its artillery and
naval bombardments on these targets, and many lives were lost. After the
war, these places were spoken of as “intersections and bridges of death.”

Approximately 60% of the Haebaru war deaths were in June or later
months. So, the fact that Haebaru was pivotal for transportation increased
the number of Haebaru casualties.
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Battle Sites in Haebaru Town
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Scars of War Still Remain

Along with the Army Hospital Bunker which served as the site for
filming “Himeyuri-no-To (Tower of the Lilies),” Haebaru Town is
interspersed with battle sites and memorial monuments that serve as
witness to the Battle of Okinawa.

Haebaru Town actively uses these battle sites as places for “peace
studies” to pass on the memories of what happened during that terrible
war and pray for “eternal peace.”
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Haebaru Folktales

Haebaru preserves the lessons and folktales
passed on to us long ago from our ancestors
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Legend of the Kimono of Feathers [Miyagusuku]

Over 300 years ago there lived a man named Dekokushi in
Miyagusuku. One day, on his way home from working in the
fields, he found a wonderful scent drifting through the air from
out of nowhere. He looked around in wonder and saw a beautiful
woman washing her long hair at Usukuga well. She was so
beautiful that he found himself fascinated by her beauty. After
some time, he noticed her beautiful kimono draped over the
branch of a tree. Dekokushi quietly crept up and stole the robe.
He hurriedly brought it back to his home and hid it in the
storehouse.

When Dekokushi returned to the well, the woman was sobbing.
He asked her what was wrong and she cried, “While | was
washing my hair, my kimono has gone missing. Now, | cannot
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return home.” Dekokushi invited her, saying, “You can wear my
clothes until your kimono is found. My home is close by, you can
rest there.”

From that day on, the two lived happily and, eventually, had
children. One day, the woman heard a nursery rhyme that some
children were singing and learned where her kimono had been
hidden. She found her kimono and put it on, then softly drifted up
into the sky going higher and higher into the heavens. The
children and people of the village saw this and chased after her
yelling, “There, she goes! There, she goes!” The woman is said
to have disappeared around Kubadou in Yonabaru. Even today,
people tell of an ornamental hairpin which the woman dropped at
Usukuga well.
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Legend of Urashima [Yonaha]

The legend of Urashima, which is rare in Okinawa, is still preserved
in Yonaha.

Usanshi was a dignified and refined young man. One day, at
Yonakubama beach, he picked up a hairpiece and sought to return it
to its rightful owner, who, it turned out, was a very beautiful princess.
The princess was very happy and praised Usanshi as a virtuous
person and invited him to the Dragon Palace. At the palace, Usanshi
received such a lavish welcome that he lost track of time.

Around three months later, it occurred to Usanshi that he wanted to
return home. The god of the Dragon Palace stopped him, saying,
“Thirty-three generations have already passed. Why not stay here
and have fun?” However, he had never forgotten his home and
decided to go back. The Princess reluctantly bid him farewell and
handed him a package, “Please take this package home as a
souvenir of me, but be sure that you never open it, no matter what.”

When Usanshi returned home, there was no one he knew and no
one who knew him. Alone and sad, he climbed a hill in front of the
village. On the hill, he opened the package he had received from the
Princess. Inside was a lock of white hair. When the hair touched his
body, Usanshi suddenly grew old and died. He was buried at that
same place, which came to be called Usandaki.
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Spirit of Haebaru Connects the World

BETRTFIERUVCEZN S B FHED/N\VIBRENHLWETZEHE L1 9504 (FBFI255)

ENDSBEBDE E%ZFE > 1= T B RIEEE,

BETLZDAPYER S THRBICH LT /AT Pkt
KOHBEASHPBOBETEDHICEZ < OFIEFIE
ZHBL. KEPREE ERA. HREEEREZRBEDR D
HEEMEUE Ul o, ERVPREEREDERES P XLE
EDEBHTV. BBOMBOERICHT ZEABREDRL
FARENIIEBICKREREDHHDE LT,

HEREBREOR BRRXLt 5 —8itR)

F—{A RV i, ZHORARICEFER L. FIRATER
LTELL EWSEEVWDIAD SNICREBRDZIH ZENTVET,

ERRDBNBROESR

B BN S TP ERICZUCBELWAFEEBRWVWS
NTWeD T ZLDALIBEEBZITITEE Ul
RAERDALE. 1899 (AIR32) FD/N\TABERZEYID
I EFHEPEXFICBRULE U

BRHTE. BZHUMZEBEZCADWVWE LI EF
FICUTREBRCEULL BN EABVWE U o FD LS
THHSIFHEZE BV SEE D TRARD . S TIE
FYHmO - =t - EEAZOETUo D ERGNT
WX,

AER. SNTRAESBVWERD,. SNTEESEW
ARDPWZ e ZUTS BRREDZDFFENNDT

MRH () 7 5 0 () BIBRER

ey S
'.:.l_zAnu- ._-"_;\

LEBNTRBDE A,
#91, BTOA

(e History of Haebaru Immigrants

Since long ago, Okinawa has had little land and resources,
which has forced people to live in poverty. So, many people
crossed the seas to go to other countries.

People from Haebaru also began to immigrate to Hawaii in
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1899 as well as to the South Sea Islands, South America and
other places.

In these lands where people immigrated, some made a name
for themselves and amassed fortunes, while others lost their lives
without much recognition before fulfilling their goals. These
people persevered in a foreign land while their homeland was
always in their heart. Today, their children and grandchildren of
the second, third and even fourth generations are firmly rooted in
these countries.

We must never forget that there are people who must not be
forgotten from a time that must not be forgotten, and we must
always remember the descendants of Haebaru.
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