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Publication of the Haebaru Town Guidebook
Masayuki Akamine, Mayor of Haebaru Town

At the east of Naha City, the capital of Okinawa Prefecture, Haebaru Town is located
virtually at the center of the southern region of Okinawa Main Island. Thanks to the
development of the Naha Airport Expressway and other arterial roads, as well as the
Tsukayama North Land Readjustment Project, the town has been developed into a
convenient place to live. In April 2020, the population reached 40,000 and the average
age of the residents is 39, indicating its popularity with the younger generations.

Some specialties of Haebaru Town are Ryukyu Kasuri textiles, loofah, strelitzia, and
starfruits. Additionally, the town has many traditional performing arts and cultural
assets; the traditional culture of the region is still being handed down to this day.

We hope that this issue of the Haebaru Town Guidebook will catch the attention of
many people and deepen their interest, understanding, and cooperation in the devel-
opment of Haebaru Town.
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History of Ryukyu Kasuri

Originatinginfar-away Indiaand spreading throughout
Southeast Asia, kasuri (ikat) entered what is now Okinawa from
the 14th to the 15th century, when the islands were ruled by the
Ryukyu Kingdom and enjoyed a thriving trade. There gradually
developed a distinctive style of kasuri production in all parts of
Okinawa that, while exhibiting Chinese, Japanese, and Southeast
Asian influences, was adapted to the unique Ryukyu climate and
culture. This Ryukyu kasuri crossed the seas and formed the roots
of Satsuma, Kurume, Yonezawa Ryukyu, lyo, and other types of
Japanese kasuri.

The town of Haebaru has beenrenowned as a major site of
kasuri production since the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom. Thanks
to the constant introduction and refinement of technical know-how
as well as the unflagging efforts of craftspersons over the genera-
tions, almost all Ryukyu kasuri is now produced in Haebaru. As
the cradle of Ryukyu kasuri, the town is committed to continued
production of kasuri articles that will long be cherished by their
owners, by combining the tradition carefully passed on from
ancestors with esthetics attuned to the times.
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Characteristics and techniques of Ryukyu Kasuri

The major characteristic of Ryukyu Kasuri is the approximately 600 types of multi-colored patterns. Geomet-
ric pattern designs reflecting fresh and cool feelings have been transmitted since the Ryukyu Royal Adminis-
tration period according to a "Miezu-cho" - a design book, artisans incorporating contemporary senses to
create originals fabrics.

With those designs as backbone, before dyeing the whole threads, each design partis hand tied
one-by-one at calculated intervals on threads that are little by little tied up in bundles. This method requires a
great deal of time, yet allows for the creation of unique Kasuri designs.

The fabric, woven by throwing weft threads in between warp threads, is made by utilizing an old technique,
enabling one to at best meticulously weave approximately 2 meters of fabric per day.
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Tradition and Innovation Drive the People of Haebaru

O Majestic traditional performing arts handed down from our ancestors and enjoyable
events bringing together many generations, these and other energetic festivals are held
in Haebaru Town where preserved tradition and innovative power blend in true
harmony.

gobooobon

1[] 'e 000000 e00DO0O0DODDe00D0MODDOOMOODODO
2[] 0000000000000 eO000000

3[] 000

4[] «000000000000000Oe000

5[] 0000000000 ed00ONOOOOD

6] e.0D00DOO0DOOOOO

70 o 00000000 ODOODODOOOODDODOOImMOObDbDeDOOOOOOO
o] J0000MMDOOO0DOOCeOODOOO0ODODOOOODDO

8] e.00mOoonn
O[] 00000000 e00DDDDODONODNDD e000D0O eD0DOO

1000 e0O0DODOODDeDDOODODO

110 e 000ID0O0O0O0ODeIUIDOOODOOOODODO
e 000000 OODMOOMNIeJ0OOOODOOMOOO

12[1 e.0ODODO0eODDOIDDDDODOO

16

[SQSIRT TSMSETS

000000 gweryvr—i.

Vv —DOOMSKIcNDEED K,

KOPBENEFESEDDETONTNET,
B

]

gomoooonbdddaso

|HE6H25-26HIC&FTHBRENTONE T, 'BER
ROTVAMRZIELTRENMCETREZLEEZINTEER
(ZEvh) DFBEDIED EBEPLEFEOLNEBZLLDHERD
=L EGS1ED. VD EDELTRIUHREEH D EE A
ARY MESh i TRICIFRW IR ICEE Ul (G & 1B
ZRUSNZED S BELZDENE TIRDWET,

gooooooooennon
BER@Pcs) BEF@vos) BRERGLS)
W5 (L5 B=EER (2va) BEERE ORI
WL (R 7RiE) BEE(zr) BEELOHZA)

17



18

oooOooooooooo

cooo QU

RREIURARERERE, B DT HARIEY, T RS W, B I8,
RS EDEREASTEREZRERICR TRV TV S EEFICNZEANTVEY,

Jogod

Folk Performing Arts in Haebaru Town
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Intangible Folk-Culture Treasures

In Haebaru Town, the lion dance, stick dance and other types of
puriflyilng performing arts (th) exorcise evil) glong with amusements and B, HDZH->HFDIEDAE, &
tradltlorjal games gre enjoyed on the night of Augus.t 15th. Many =NHBASHTCELOE AR
performing arts, which have been handed down, are being preserved . .
and maintained. They are all precious treasures that communicate the Sy, - USEBMDEBOTNET,
spirit of our ancestors to the present day.
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Haebaru Town Designated Cultural Properties
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Respect for the History of Haebaru Town,
Cultural Properties to Pass on to Future Generations

In Haebaru Town, there are many tangible and intangible cultural
properties, historical sites and natural monuments that are
community treasures of great historical value. We carefully protect
and foster these as we endeavor to create a town with a rich
historical flavor.
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In accordance with its basic philosophy that “war = tw¥ml 4 BLWRRIC. KEZBWTGE BRULEEHNSUBEOES URDZFWNZENTEET,
0oooooooo25700 and culture are irreconcilable,” the Haebaru Town o 2 gy | PAmmcnas MRBEICES>TITo>IcERRD BEAEICIE. FEEEBICEDZEP N DO TOHEDRAR. £ EER
0000900018100 Museum has followed its principles of “inheritance, E 4BEES ZFOFHRTHZ2M-3 = DENZEALEBEBENMNCREAINTED ENLSEBNHDHZIHE
obodooooo0ilz0 2900 0 10300 exchange and creation” in playing an active part as - ERERE FMH HEDDHEADERLIETET, BERARLZEIIFTERZO—F—EHB>TVET,
[ 098-889-739901 FAX 098-889-0529 an expert institution conducting surveys, research- —
ing the town's history and culture, and making its 1
oon ood ugo oo results available to the public. It also serves as a |
ooooooooo 1500 | 0OoO nooo hub for the arts and cultural creation as well as for
020000000 1000 | 1500 0500 contemplating peace through scheduled exhibi-
XEEFTFODIDETT, tions, music concerts, lectures and other activities ] I :
for cultural and peace exchange both inside and outside Okinawa Prefecture. . - o= o - | LR

. . . g ho gkl X
The permanent exhibition room presents the historical path that Haebaru has taken -

Hopenon across four themes: Battle of Okinawa, postwar history, immigration and livelihood.
oooooooog In the corner focusing on the Battle of Okinawa, a diorama reproduces the Haebaru

oooooo 0ooooooooo & - Army Hospital bunker. Personal effects, which were excavated from caves, are on E'fr — i == s
LR aD aD ooooooo g display. Visitors are aple to learn about th-e experiehce that pggple endured, and Yiew 0000000 oooono 0000000000
00oooo 0 0 scene.s of Haebaru. durln.g the Battle of OklpaV\(a. This corner utlllzeq fqr peace stud!es. SER—IL T LEIEDEE LT Sy REETEBDEE A B ETH HRESE S 5 — AUREE L Fo 1t 52 O o

0 While collaborating with relevant organizations on planned exhibitions and various Y- REDFERVY, X5 — DK EE RRYHBICEY 5. ERXXEE BAEENEUTWET, BEAEDIEEAE

other programs, the Haebaru Culture Center has made a broad appeal across Okinawa B AR BEEOEY ZRELZT, W&, TRICHERTEEY,
0oooooo prefecture, Japan and other countries about the individuality and uniqueness of this (BATISOMREFRE

community.
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