R 5 & iRk

Haebaru and the Battle of Okinawa
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Haebaru Turned into a Battlefield

After the US military air strike on October 10, 1944, the 32nd Army Head-
quarters, which had been deployed at Tsukazan at the outset, moved its
key command functions to set up its strategic base in the lower levels of
Shuri Castle. The 32nd Army Headquarters Accounting Division, comprising
supply units for weapons and food, transportation unit and hospital unit
providing treatment for wounded soldiers, was deployed to Kotsukazan.
Also, the Okinawa Army Hospital was moved to Haebaru National School,
which was at Kanegusuku.

On January 29, 1945, the Imperial General Headquarters, which saw the
battle of Okinawa as a stalling strategy in order to buy time to prepare for a
decisive showdown on mainland Japan, deployed tank, firearms infantry,
anti-aircraft, machine-gun and other strategic units to the 32nd Army in cen-
tral-southern Okinawa, which were important regions for its strategic
hold-out strategy.

The Japanese army’s deployment to Haebaru in this way infused the lives
of village residents with a military hue. They were forced to cooperate in
digging trenches, providing food, transporting ammunition, cooking and
other support activities. Haebaru was transformed into a “fortress village”
as schools, community centers and large private houses were comman-
deered for military use and even a military brothel was set up.

At the end of May, the 32nd Army Headquarters at Shuri fell after a
hard-fought battle. Commanding Officer Mitsuru Ushijima and other officers
were forced to withdraw to the south. The Tsukazan Headquarters bunker
was moved to Mabuni. It could be argued that this southern retreat signifi-
cantly affected the fate of Haebaru. As Japanese army front-line units and
evacuating residents converged on Ichinichi bridge, Uhei (Yamakawa)
bridge, Kanegusuku intersection and Teruya intersection, which served as
transit points for evacuation, the US military concentrated its artillery and
naval bombardments on these targets, and many lives were lost. After the
war, these places were spoken of as “intersections and bridges of death.”

Approximately 60% of the Haebaru war deaths were in June or later
months. So, the fact that Haebaru was pivotal for transportation increased
the number of Haebaru casualties.




